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Belmont Primary School – Handwriting Guidelines (Reviewed November 2023 – Next review 
date November 2025) 
 
As per Ofsted guidance, pupils in the early stages of reading and writing need to be able to form all 
letters correctly and consistently before joined-up handwriting is considered. Therefore, pupils in the 
early stages of reading and writing at Belmont are taught non-cursive letter formation, using the letter 
formation guidance provided by the Little Wandle Revised Letters and Sounds Phonics and Reading 
scheme. 
 
As well as providing details of how each phoneme should be pronounced, the grapheme information 
sheets describe how each individual letter should be formed when writing them. Details of the non-
cursive formation of all letters in the alphabet, including capital letters, are contained in the following 
pages. Once pupils have consistently and successfully shown the ability to form letters in this way, 
they will be ready to begin learning cursive letter formation. 
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Belmont Primary School – Cursive Handwriting Guidelines and Script 

 
Our aim at Belmont is to provide all pupils with the skills necessary for achieving legible handwriting. 
Pupils need to be made aware of the way in which letters are correctly formed. 
Shown below is the cursive handwriting script adopted by our school. Please encourage and support 
your child to write the letters as shown, in all their work. The script is used once pupils have 
successfully mastered non-cursive letter formation, as described at the beginning of these guidelines. 
It is also important that you support your child’s knowledge of upper case (capital) and lower case 
letters and help them to form them in the correct place. Please support your child to understand the 
difference between upper and lower case letters, looking at sizing and where they sit on the line. 

 
Lower and upper case (full alphabet) 
 
 

Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff  

Gg Hh Ii Jj Kk Ll   

Mm Nn Oo Pp Qq    

Rr Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww  

Xx Yy Zz           
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Correct letter formation 

 
When children start to learn how to write their letters it is important that you support the correct letter 
formation. Children need to start and finish the letters in the correct place, as this will then help them 
when they start to join up their handwriting later on in school.  
 
Please look carefully at the letter formation below, showing where to start writing the letter and in 
which direction the pencil should move. If you are unsure at any stage about the correct formation of 
letters then please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

 
 
 

a b c d e 
f g h I j k  

l m n o p  
q r s t u v  
w x y z  
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When writing the letters the children also need to know the difference between ascenders and 
descenders. 
 
Ordinary letters 

 

a c e i m n o r s u v 
w x z 
 
 
 
Letters with ascenders (tall letters) 

These are much taller than ordinary letters.  

The letter t is slightly shorter than the other tall letters. 

 

b d f h k l t   
 
 
 
 
 
Letters with descenders (letters with tails) 

These are much deeper than ordinary letters. 
 

g j p q y     f 
 
 
 
 
The letter f has an ascender and a descender.  
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Break letter and joined up handwriting 
The children will move to joining up their handwriting, when they are ready, from Year 1 onwards. 
Letters are joined as shown in the following words.  

 
 

A break is only needed after the letter x 
 
 A capital letter is never joined to another letter 

 We make a join to and from a z 

 We loop f, g, j and y letters 

 The letter f is joined on the line from the loop  

 The letter t is joined from the tail end (children cross after finishing the word) 
 
 
Please see examples of sentences below showing the cursive joined script. 

 
 

The quick brown fox jumps 
over the lazy dog. One, two, 
three, four, five, once I 
caught a fish alive! 
 
Mary, Mary, quite contrary, 
how does your garden grow? 
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To support children with their joined up handwriting we encourage them to trace over patterns. This 
will also help with their pencil control in the younger years. 
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